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W

elcome to our Winter Newsletter
2012. Contained
within is a round up
of members achievements and
social activities for the year
along with a few other snippets of general information.

Y

our social committee
have worked hard again
this year to put on a
varied series of social events.
As always a certain amount of
head scratching is required to
come up with ideas for events.
The Committee would welcome input from members
with suggestions of things to
do and maybe offers of help to
run events. Talk to Richard or
Phil.

M

ediocre weather has
plagued the flying
season this year and
along with a general slow
down in training has lead to a
smaller number of names appearing on the Achievement
List. Hopefully next year activ-

ity levels will start to increase
again.

T

here have been a
number of changes
within the empire this
year. With Microlight Mike
setting up The Flying Shack it
was becoming increasingly
difficult to share microlights
across the two businesses, so
we’ve taken a back seat on
microlighting for now. Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll
discover that we now run the
whole hangar and we’ve combined two Robin 2112 aircraft
into one.

T

hanks are due to a
number of members
who have helped out in
the office to cover periods
when either Sue or Debbie are
off. Also to Pete Smith for taking on the revamp of our website and introducing us to
Facebook. If you haven’t had a
browse lately, take the time to
have a look, there’s a lot of
good stuff there with more to
come.

E

ASA Part FCL came
into being in September for the UK. It’s a
bad regulation but we have to
live with it for now. There are
many changes in the administrative procedures we have to
follow which will be gradually
put into place over the next
year or so. There’s a lot of
misinformation doing the
rounds about Part FCL, so be
careful to investigate properly
before believing.

D

espite the weather, our
members have been
visiting airfields across
the country. There’s a short
listing of the most popular
destinations and an indication of one or two more unusual ones for us.

S

o, browse the following
pages to get a flavour of
the ‘goings on’ of the
last year.

Airport News
Eighteen or so months on and the Runway Safety Project is almost complete.
New properties for Bank View Farm and BJ Kennels are now occupied and the old
properties have been demolished. Normans Brook is now in a culvert and the new airport access road was opened in May.
New runway lighting has been installed on 27/09 and the new declared distances have
been published. Work continues to complete the ILS installation with the aim of it being
fully operational by March 2013. The frequency for the ILS/DME will be 109.75. Once
this goes live our old DME frequency of 115.55 will no longer be used.

Just the taxyway lighting to go and we’ll have a full set of
shiny lights!

As most of you know, Executive Aviation
have moved from our hangar to the new
hangar on the old Eurojet site.
Thus the partition has come down and we
are looking after the whole hangar now space available if you know of anybody
looking for hangarage.
The room recently erected at the back will
contain a flight simulator for IFR training.
There will be opportunity to use it from
time to time if you want to practice procedures without getting airborne. Talk to
Phil for details.

Do you know and understand how to comply
with noise abatement procedures at Gloucestershire Airport?
If yes, then great, nuff said! If not read the briefing material or ask an instructor for details.

Club Opening Hours Christmas/New Year
Monday 24th December
0830 - 1600
Tuesday 25th December
Closed
Wednesday 26th December
Closed
Thursday 27th December
0830 - 1930
Friday 28th December
0830 - 1930
Saturday 29th December
0830 - 1800
Sunday 30th December
0830 - 1800
Monday 31st December
0900 - 1600
Tuesdday 1st January
Closed
Wednesday 2nd January - back to normal
The usual indemnity rules apply when the
airport is closed

More Airport News
Staff at our airfield are proud to boast that this is the busiest General Aviation airfield in
the UK. Movement statistics show that over the last three years there have been nearly
70,000 movements annually. That places Gloucestershire Airport as 13th busiest in the
UK (including Heathrow, Gatwick and all the main regional airports). Not bad eh?
Various building projects have been undertaken over the last year. The most notable
being redevelopment of SE3, which is now occupied by Direct Aviation with their Bombardier Challenger and Global Express biz jets. The old Eurojet hangar has been replaced with a new, enlarged facility which has been occupied by Executive Aviation.
RGV Aviation have become our neighbours, having moved in to SE4 and have expanded
their business to include a paint shop in their original hangar. On the northwest corner
of the airfield the Jet Age Museum hanger has now risen and the museum expects to
open in the spring next year.
Air Traffic Control has pretty much recovered from the major changes in staffing over
the last couple years. However, there are still occasional periods when single frequency
working is required. Check ATIS for details. As always, think before you speak - keep
your RT concise and to the point. There are some days when the RT maxes out before
the movement rate.
March saw the introduction of AVGAS 91UL - unleaded for aero engines. All engines are
not yet approved for it’s use, but the list is growing.
June 24th was the date of the airport charity open day. Several thousand people attended with over £3000 being raised for local charities. Pleasure flights, trial flights, airfield tours and many other attractions kept the visitors entertained and with a bonus of
a flypast by a Hurricane of the BBMF. The evening before we were treated to flypast by
a Meteor and a Vampire.
Highlight of the year has to be the visit paid by the last flying Vulcan V bomber. At least
5,000 people crammed the airport and surrounding roads to see the tin triangle perform
two flypasts as part of it’s 60th anniversary tour of sites associated with Vulcan operations.

Seen quite frequently at Gloucestershire Airport. What is it?

A Social Round Up
Grey cell testing was undertaken on the last Saturday in January when some 50 members and friends did battle in our annual general knowledge quiz. A good time was had
by all with the team ‘Bar Hogs’ taking the winners crown and the chance to organise
next years quiz. ‘Bamfurlong Bandits’ brought up the rear. A chilli supper with a selection of desserts rounded off the evening nicely.

As part of our ongoing programme of visits to Air
Traffic Control units a number of members have
been seen in the Towers of Bristol, Birmingham and
Cardiff airports during the year. As always these
visits prove very interesting and help give pilots a
better understanding of how ATC manage airspace
and keep aircraft from bumping into each other.

If it's March it must be time for our Awards Presentation Dinner. Around 65 club members and guests gathered at Brickhampton Court Golf Club for our 2011/12 event. MC
Richard Crosby kept us all in order during an enjoyable evening which saw 12 awards
for First solo, 11 for PPL along with several Night Qualifications and IMC Ratings.
The Daniels Trophy went to Ian Colwell and Ian Brown with Aladdin’s Lamp going to
Monika Swaine. The Walwin trophy was not awarded this year.
Entertaining us this year were ‘The Live Loungers’, a three piece band playing popular
covers and some of their own music.

Our raffle this year raised £250.00
for The Butterfly Garden

A Social Round Up (continued)

Another of our occasional charabanc
outings took place in April. Destination this time was the RAF Museum
at Hendon. Some 30 members and
guests had an absorbing day taking
in the varied exhibits, so much so
that one member and his son nearly
got left behind!

This Short Sunderland was first preserved at Pembroke dock in the early 1960s by Peter Thomas who went on
to found the Skyfame Aircraft museum here at Gloucestershire Airport. The collection was dispersed in 1979,
many exhibits ending up at Duxford

The evening of Saturday 23rd June was
Barbecue Night. Some 60 members and
friends enjoyed a damp evening whilst
consuming barbecue fare.
Thanks as always to head chef Richard
for his deft grilling skills and to Frances
and the rest of the social committee for
their efforts in making this an enjoyable
evening.

Thanks to Ben Long
for entertaining us
with a demonstration
of bird of prey handling.

A Social Round Up (continued)
In late August, Phil along with Rich Tebb attended the Sue Virr Memorial Fly In at Limoges.
Sue learnt to fly with us in 1989/90 and eventually set up and ran a very successful
flight training operation in conjunction with the Aero Club de Limoges. Sadly Sue succumbed to cancer in October 2011. Some of her former students are carrying on the
flight school from where Sue left off with the Fly In being a mark of respect to her legacy.

Following the success of last year we
thought we’d have another go at gliding.
So on a balmy evening in late July a party of
club members sampled the delights of silent
flight at Nympsfield.
The sultry conditions had the tugs working
hard to complete the tow to 2,000 ft.. Once
released we then had a 20 minute-ish flight
to get a feel of how to fly a glider.
The evening was rounded off with a delicious Italian meal in the Bristol & Gloucester Gliding Club restaurant.

A Social Round Up (continued)

Finally, after nearly 2 years of trying some
of the balloon flights originally set for the
2010 summer barbecue actually got off the
ground!!
Here Paul and Hilary Haigh sample the delights.

With the impending closure of Filton, Bristol Aero Club organised ‘The Last Fly In’ on 15th September.
A number of aircraft from Gloucester attended including our G-OMNI and G-BKDJ.

Our aerial treasure hunt took place on Saturday 29 September.
The task this year involved locating various
ground features with a series of bearing and
distance clues leading from one feature to the
next. Last year’s winners Ian Brown and Ian
Colwell set the task. Eight crews formed up to
compete.
Many congratulations to this year’s winners,
Tony Chapman and Andy Smart who were the
only crew to have a full set of correct answers.
Not only did they win the Daniels Trophy,
which will be presented at next year’s awards
presentation evening, but they won the honour
of setting next year’s competition – we can’t
wait!

Our annual fun skittles evening was held
on 9th November at the Civil Service
Sports Club, Cheltenham.
A couple of dozen members enjoyed a
game over three hands to achieve the
highest scores (men and ladies), won by
Phil Mathews and Wendy Barnard and a
game of killer (based on 3 lives), won by
Jan Fowler. As Phil and Wendy both
scored 19 in the first game a final play-off
was called for which was won by Wendy.
Half time was given over to a finger buffet.

Back in July our hangar floor was
used by participants in The Butterfly Garden project to build a mosaic out of 1, 2 and 5p coins.
The photo shows the result.
The Butterfly Garden is an educational land skills project aimed at
those with learning difficulties or
disabilities.

It’s always fun to visit other airfields. Maybe it’s to soak up the atmosphere of a historic site such as
Duxford or just to sample a bacon butty at one of the better airfield cafes.
To give a flavour of some of the destinations our aircraft have been to this year, listed below are the
top ten visited, plus some of those more out of the way places that have been sampled.
1. Shobdon
2. Halfpenny Green
Other airfields visited include:
3. Wellesbourne
4. Sywell
Guernsey, Alderney, Scilly Isles, Lorient, La Baule, Lannion,
5. Sleap
Rennes.
6. Jersey
7. Leicester
Heading North - Wick, Inverness, Tingwall, Newcastle.
8. Compton Abbas
9. Dunkeswell
and many others, especially in Southern England and Wales.
10. Oxford

At the beginning of 2012 it was anticipated that the engine fitted to G-BGBA would run out of
hours by the autumn. Once that point had been reached BA would be withdrawn from use and GEWHT would be resurrected using the wings from BA.
The plan was accelerated following a landing accident to BA. Thanks to sterling efforts by a number
of club members, BA was dismantled and the wings prepared for painting. It was then over to RGV
Aviation for painting and assembly of the composite airframe now registered G-OCAC which took to
the air on 28th June.

.

Members Achievements
IMC Rating

First Solo
Bob Cooper Key
Jake Marshall
Rob Turner
Dave Wiseman
Mike Hall
Mike Chew

09/01/12
04/05/12
06/05/12
06/05/12
24/08/12
11/09/12

PPL
Ben Walker
Alex Wood

January 2012
August 2012

Colin Carter
Steve Neale
Bob Hart
Joe Edwards

June 2012
July 2012
July 2012
November 2012

Night Qualification
Ian Hollingsworth
Ben Walker

January 2012
January 2012

Daniels Trophy
Tony Chapman/Andy Smart

NPPL (Microlight)
Mike Rainbow
Justin Cadle

March 2012
May 2012

2012

Walwin Trophy
Not Awarded
Welcome back to John Rogan, revalidating his
licence after many years off.

Phil Mathews
Roly Robinson
Pete Dunkley
Graham Watson
Max Gardner
Web Guru - Pete Smith

Richard Crosby
Graham Watson
Phil Mathews
Joe Edwards

Paul Haigh
Roger Bailey
Sonny Patel
Gavin Coulthard

